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The Left-wing Movement of Malaysia began in 1920s. The initial stage of the
growth of the movement was mainly influenced by foreign political ideology,
especially the left-wing ideological trend which gradually become popular
worldwide then. Among others, the emergence of the Communist Party of Malaya
(CPM) played an important role, because the CPM had not only strongly inspired
the Leftist Movement of Malaysia and became a source of inspiration in the later
stage, the CPM too had influenced the process of nation building, mode of livings
and destiny for a few generations of Malaysians. Its influence is great and far
reaching.
This paper is based on related local and foreign data, documented files and the
findings and results of academic studies collected. It is also thinks that a case
study of the Left-wing Movement in Malaysia must treat CPM as the main factor.
This is because the history of the emergence of CPM till an end to arms struggle,
runs parallel to the development of the Left-wing Movement from its early
formation to its decline, the whole process happened at the same time. Moreover,
relationship between CPM and the Left-wing Movement is closely interwoven,
which reflects the importance of CPM to the development of the Left-wing
Movement in Malaysia. As such, this article begins the study with the gradual
early formative years of CPM in 1920s, and ends in 1989 when CPM ended its
struggle through a peace treaty signed between CPM, Thai and Malaysia
governments, which spans a period of 70 years. Thus, this paper can be seen as
sorting and writing about the history of development of CPM.
This paper is divided into 7 sections. The introduction is basically a description on
the significance and objectives of the study, literature reviews, usage of data,
methodology and the definition of related concepts. First Chapter reviews the













on the evolvement of the Left-wing Movement in Malaysia. Second Chapter is a
discourse on the rise of communism in Malaysia, and directions of struggle,
organization etc. of CPM before World War II. Third Chapter concentrates on the
development of the organization and discussion on arms struggle of CPM in the
period during the Japanese Occupation and before the declaration of Emergency
rule (1942-1948).Fourth Chapter focus on response of CPM towards encirclement
by the authority and its difficulty in expansion during period of the Emergency
(1948-1960). Fifth Chapter discusses the situation of development (1960-1980),
including its policy on “New Direction”, internal contradictions and conflicts, and
the strategy ofsouthward expansion. Sixth Chapter analyses and discusses the
road towards peace between CPM and the authority after 1980, and the influence
of the rise and the decline of International Cold War on the overall development of
CPM. The Last is the conclusion section which sums up the contributions,
influences, and the historical significance of the CPM-oriented Left-wing
Movement on nation building processes.
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